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Welcome from NPF President

Welcome to the first newsletter of the newly formed National Premmie Foundation!
Whei ain exciting time for the premmie and NICU/SCN community!

I would firstly like to thank our founding member groups for having the foresight to
recognise the need for a national body such as this. You all offer such amazing support to
your local parents, hospitals and communities and by joining forces, we can make more of
difference for the various stakeholders, Australiawide.

We have many objectives, projects and partnerships in the works for next year, which will
benefit NICU/SCN babies, their families and hospitals. These include helping to develop
Parent Support Groups/Charities for hospitals all over the country and developing
information and resources for parents and families. If you would like to be involved in
setting up a group for your hospital, or in your area, please contact us.

Our prem community is one that few know exist. We have shared a similar journey, one
that a parent and child should not have to take.Unfortunately many will follow in our
footsteps, but hopefully we can be there to offer valuable and much needed services and
support to our fellow parents and families, and the hospitals and research institutes that
help and care for our precious little ones.

To the perinatologists, neonatologists, pediatricians, nurses, specialists, speech therapists,
physiotherapists, NICU/SCN admin, surgeons and social workers who share in our journey
and care for, and save our babieg what can you say in return for such a gift?

THANK YOU! We are eternally grateful!

To the world you might be one person, but to one person you might be the world!

To our fellow parents, you are never alone in your journey 7
from high risk pregnancy to NICU/SCN, and afterwards. We are here for you!

Enjoy the newsletter and remember,

"I may not have gone where | intended to go, i
Did you know.,,,
but I think | have ended up where | intended to be."

Douglas Adams

National Premmie Day
Lea was celebrated on June 12th 2007!

NPF President
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Page2 National Premmie Foundation
National Premmie Foundation Launch
National , , .
The Melbourne Pregnancy Babies and Children Expo __ was the site of the NPF launch
Premmie in October 2007, with thanks to Abbott Australasia for their sponsorship.
Foundation We were thrilled to meet hundreds of premmie families and friends and formed some
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great links with various services. It was wonderful to hear from families wanting to offer
their support to the Foundation and others. Wherever you are on your prem journey,
you are very welcome to join any of the NPF groups. Contact us to see where your
nearest group meets. Theaffle and kids competition  were a hit and we thank all of
our sponsors for the great prizes. Check page 6 to see if you are a winner!

Zoe Jarman creategoremmie dolls in 4 gestation sizes for us to display with the
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We handed out 2000 show bags with great goodies and information as well as
1000 lollipops! Thanks everyone for coming along to show your support.

Amanda, Elizabeth,
Parool and Bianca from
National Premmie Foundation
with David Cook from

Abbott Australasia

Premmie Statistics

i Approximately 40,000
babies are admitted to Special and Intensive Care Nurseries
in Australia each year.
T Around 21,000 of these babies are born prematurely.
i Approximately 6,000 babies require critical and intensive life support each year.

All of these babies and their families need support.

Our mission is to support these special babies and their families
during their hospital stay and afterwards.

We also aim to help those who have helped our precious little ones.
Health professionals in Special Care Nurseries and Neonatal Intensive Care units save
thousands of babies lives every year, andie are forever grateful!
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http://www.pbcexpo.com.au/
http://www.lilaussieprems.com.au/
http://www.momentbymoment.com.au/

